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RWI − Leibniz Institute for Economic Research is an independent, non-profit research institution headquartered in Essen, Germany. The 
institute is a leading center for scientific research and evidence-based policy advice in Germany. RWI’s Policy Lab "Climate Change, De-
velopment and Migration" conducts cutting-edge research in low and middle-income countries and on various meta-scientific topics. The 
Policy Lab cooperates closely with African governments, international organizations and initiatives such as World Bank, the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM), GIZ, and the Institute for Replication. The unifying objective is to increase the effectiveness of policies in 
these fields.

RWI invites applications for the position of a

Replicator (m/f/d) 
to conduct a robustness reproduction of a published microeconomic study on the topic of deforestation as part of the project “Replicability 
at the Science-Policy Interface: The Case of Environmental Economics”, funded by Open Philanthropy. The project is conducted in colla-
boration with the Institute for Replication (I4R).  The Lead PIs are Jörg Ankel-Peters (RWI) and Abel Brodeur (University of Ottawa). In this 
project, we revisit the empirical literature on deforestation by conducting robustness reproductions using updated methods and data.  
Replicators will follow our standardized reproduction protocol and present their results at a workshop in November 2025 to invited experts. 

All robustness reproductions will feed into a meta-study, which will be published as a paper. All replicators will be listed as co-authors on 
that publication.

Your tasks: 
You will be assigned a published microeconomics study on deforestation. Your task will be to conduct a computational reproduction and 
robustness reproduction of this study based on our reproduction protocol. This starts with an assessment of the data and code of the 
original study. You will then conduct a computational reproduction, i.e. verifying the published results and checking the code for coding 
errors. Building on this, you will conduct a robustness reproduction following the protocol, implementing various robustness checks to 
assess the sensitivity of the results to alternative specifications. If possible, you will also update the deforestation data using other publicly 
available datasets.  

You will write a reproduction report documenting your procedure and results. The report will be reviewed internally and, prior to publication,  
shared with the authors of the original study. Finally, we will jointly publish the report as a discussion paper with you as the leading 
author in the I4R Discussion Paper Series.
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Successful applicants should

•	 Be interested in meta-science, replication, and research transparency,

•	 Have a strong background in applied microeconomics and econometrics – experience on deforestation is a plus,

•	 Have completed or be currently enrolled in a doctorate degree in economics, statistics, computer sciences, or a  
related field in social science,

•	 Have an excellent command of English and strong writing skills – German skills are not required,

•	 Have advanced proficiency in Stata – experience with R and geospatial datasets is a plus,

•	 Have the technical infrastructure for working remotely including own equipment (will not be provided by RWI).

The position starts as soon as possible and is limited to six months. The work can be done fully remotely. The applicant will receive 
compensation of 2,500 € gross in total, distributed in two payments installments based upon predetermined deliverables. Additionally, 
replication fellows will be listed as co-authors on the meta-paper. In November 2025, it is foreseen to gather all replicators for a  
workshop at RWI in Essen, Germany.

Disabled applicants will be given preference when equal qualifications are present. We strongly encourage women, minorities, and candi-
dates from developing countries to apply. RWI is an equal opportunity employer and adheres to disability regulations and the regulations 
of the law on part-time work.

For information about the position, please contact Dr. Julian Rose and for information on the application process or procedure, please 
contact Mr. Tilo Schneider via humanresources@rwi-essen.de.

If you are interested in this position, please send your CV, quoting the reference number 70900-11/25SHK. Positions will be filled on a 
rolling basis until all positions are filled.

RWI – Leibniz Institute for Economic Research 
Mr. Tilo Schneider 
PO Box 10 30 54, 45030 Essen 
humanresources@rwi-essen.de

For more information on the Institute, please visit https://www.rwi-essen.de

Please note, when you submit your application by email your data will be unencrypted, which may result in third parties to note and falsify your documents. Therefore, you can also 
submit your application by post.

Essen, June 17, 2025
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